
	
  

Dennis Kalajainen, class of 1980, received a B.S. in Electrical Engineering from the 
Pennsylvania State University in 1984.  He is currently Vice President and Program 
Executive in IBM’s Global Business Services organization.   

Over the last 30 years, he has worked in a variety of business areas ranging from 
submarines, satellites, IT back office and front office. His engineering background 
enables him to view large programs and the challenges they present in the context to their 
surroundings, stakeholders and users and to find ways to break them down into a series of 
smaller, manageable pieces.  

As a Program Executive, Mr. Kalajainen works with global clients in the commercial and 
public sectors leading IBM’s delivery in support of the client’s IT transformation 
initiatives. In these engagements, he is responsible for consulting with clients to align 
their goals to the IT solution and deliver that solution through system architecture and 
design, application development and test, and project management and governance.   

Mr. Kalajainen has worked with teams around the world to establish and execute best 
practices for successful delivery. He led the development of IBM’s systems engineering 
methods and developed master’s degree courses jointly with Stevens Institute of 
Technology which are being used globally to educate prospective systems engineers, both 
in the company and in the university setting.  He has four patents from work early in his 
career in networks and satellite systems development.   


