
Dear Shenango Staff, Students, and Parents/Guardians, 

At the School Board Meeting on Monday evening, Feb. 14, the Board approved changes to the 

District’s Health and Safety Plan. These changes will go into effect next Tuesday, February 

22nd, since there is no school on Monday, the 21st. Beginning Tuesday, the school district 

will start following Mask-to-Stay procedures that allow for Parent/Student Choice for 

masking.  Masks will no longer be required for all students and staff but will be temporarily 

required in some instances under the Mask-to-Stay procedures.   

We cannot thank the student body and district families enough for their cooperation and 

flexibility throughout the last two years. In addition, I want to thank our school nurses, school 

physician, and the district health and safety committee for all their efforts during the previous 

two years.  This was our first time, and hopefully last, educating our youth in a pandemic.  We 

are hopeful the masking will continue to be optional moving forward, as the district and county 

levels of cases and transmission have drastically improved over the last few weeks.   

Please note there are still circumstances where students and staff will be required to wear 

masks: 

● All students and staff must continue to wear masks on school transportation per a 

federal order.  

● Students and staff that were COVID-Positive and are coming out of COVID-19 

isolation will have to wear a mask at school on days 6 through 10, as outlined by the 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

● When unvaccinated student/staff members live in a household with a COVID-positive 

individual, they will have to quarantine for five days and then mask for ten days upon 

returning to school.  

● When a vaccinated student/staff member lives in a household with a COVID-positive 

individual, they must mask for ten days and closely monitor for symptoms. 

We will continue to support and respect all school families and employees in their masking 

choice. We encourage parents/guardians to join us in this effort by discussing the importance of 

understanding and accepting other people’s masking choices with their children. 

We will continue to monitor cases in our schools closely and will continue with contact tracing in 

the upcoming weeks.  When a student has a known close contact at school, the district will 

notify parents of that exposure.  Students who are school close contacts will be expected to 

mask for ten days following the exposure and closely monitor for symptoms.   

As always, please stay home/keep your child home if ill and report positive COVID-19 cases 

to the school nurse. 

Sincerely,  

Joe McCormick 
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Below we developed some FAQs to reiterate the updated procedures and changes.  

  

What has changed about the school’s masking policy? 

The school no longer requires students to wear protective face coverings during the school day.  

Masking is now optional and encouraged during the school day.  The district is also adopting 

Mask-to-Stay procedures, allowing students and staff who would have to quarantine otherwise to 

remain in school attendance.  COVID-positive individuals must continue to isolate for five days 

and then return masked on days 6-10 if symptoms have resolved.  Unvaccinated individuals living 

in a household with someone who is COVID-positive will quarantine for five days and then return 

masked on days 6-15 if asymptomatic.  School, community, and vaccinated household close-

contacts can remain in school attendance as long as they mask for ten days and remain symptom-

free. 

 

Can parents and students still decide to wear a mask or other protective face-covering in 

school?  

Absolutely. Wearing a mask in these environments is left to the parents' choice.  Although masks 

are no longer required to be worn, except in specific situations within the mask-to-stay 

procedures, the school district will support the decision by anyone to continue wearing masks and 

face coverings. We want to ensure that our students and staff feel safe and comfortable in school. 

 

Will masking remain mandatory on school buses and other school transportation? 

Yes.  A federal mandate is still in place, which requires masks to be worn on all modes of public 

transportation, including all school transportation. All students and drivers must wear face 

coverings while on the bus until the federal order is lifted. 

 

How is the school handling students who test positive for Covid? 

The response to positive cases will remain unchanged.  Students will be required to remain 

isolated from school for five days after their symptoms begin and mask for five days upon return 

to school.  Nurses will keep track of positive cases, support families, and submit data to the state 

each week.  These students will be added to Temporary Remote Lists in order to continue 

receiving their education while in isolation/quarantine.  

 

Will parents still be notified if their child has come in close contact with a student or staff 

who has tested positive for COVID? 

Yes.  Contact tracing will continue in school for students in close contact with a positive individual.  

Families of students who have had a known exposure will receive a general notification of the 

close contact. In the event of close contact, and according to Mask-to-Stay procedures, students 

are expected to wear a mask for ten days following the exposure. Parents are asked to monitor 

their child’s symptoms closely during this time. If a child develops symptoms, they must stay home 

and contact their school nurse.  Nurses will keep track of positive cases to monitor in school 

transmissions.   



 

Will my child need to quarantine or wear a mask if they are a close contact? If so, how 

long? 

Students and staff who are school-based close contacts will be permitted to remain in attendance 

if masked for ten days (no quarantine required), as long as they do not develop symptoms. 

 

What if someone else in my household tests positive for Covid? 

If a student is a household contact of a positive individual and they are fully vaccinated, the student 

will be permitted to remain in attendance if masked for ten days (no quarantine required). Students 

who are not vaccinated must quarantine for five days and then return to attendance if masked for 

an additional ten days. 

 

Will the school consider returning to mandatory masking this school year? 

The district would consider masking again if 1) mandated by the federal or state government or 

2) if deemed necessary because of high local transmission or in-school transmission (outbreaks), 

or 3) a new variant with significant health concerns emerges. 


